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DIVIDE THE COUNTY NOW

Present Stringency No Objection
to County Division.

Eprror Herarp:—Meeting with
an old friend o fow days ago, the
question was asked: Umnder the
circumstances, considering the
haril times, the dry season of Inst
yenr with the short crop of oran-
ge« which sold for very low prices,
and with the - prospect for the
pre-ent year not heing any 100
good, how can we afford to agnin
tike up county division?  And to
this vital and proper proposition 1
ws expeeted to reply.

| ndinit that the e¢onditions are
noua too good, und, instead of as-
stuning burdens, it wonld seem
th t measures for relief should be,
sought; and, if it was possible to
be relieved of the burdensome
taxes which we are compelled to
pay, there would be ~ome reason
why we might forege division.
Ab, there is the rub. We are now
paying the limit of the law for all
county funds except General Rev-
enue, and that will have to be
raised next July, as that fund, by
ren<on of ‘‘well paying out’’ more
than coming in,is short; so that by
living in & great county, we have
the prospect of increased taxes,
which is as sure to come as that
the sun rises in the east and sots in
the west,

For some months, 1 have made a
study of the County Treasurer’s
and the Auditor's report, and I
state it boldly that the present
Board of County Commisgioners
will have to do some good work to
keep the county out of debt; and
as stated, they will have to in-
crease the general tax. I believe
it is entirely practical to organize
and build up u new county with
loss taxes and same rate of valoa-
tion as now,though, to be sure, the
incrensed benefit derived by hav-
ing & county seat near at hand
would of itself be justification for
any increase that -there might be
for a few years; at least, there
would he something to show for
what was paid,

For the purpose of showing
that I am not joking, will take, for
instance, the road tax of 7 mills—-
7 cents on & value of ®10 and #7
ona value of 81,000, I take it
that, if DeSoto County should re-
main intact, we will be more than
fortunate if we- get off by paying
7 mills road taxes. Now, speak-
ing for South DeSoto, it - wonld
be practical to keep up the Roads
and the Bridges within the terri-
tory with a 3-mill tax, indeed, by
utilizing the County Prisoners,
they can he made to almost en-
tirely keep up the roads, had, with
« small tax of say 1 mill. to pay
for materinl, 1 believe the romls
can be maintained far hetter than
now, Atany rate, we can save 4
mills, which willgo a long swuys
~ towards paying for a court house
and jail, '

Then in School taxes we pay 7
mills, and, for present purposes, it
is enough to stute that we get
back aboat half of the taxes
paid, so that of School taxes we

would save at least 3 mills, which

will help pay for roads.

In Court costs we pay 2 mills;
and by reason of short mileage, it
is safe to figure a saving. As it
may not be generally known, I
will here state that the Courts

! . ' 2 . "
have it within their power

lurgely nmke themselves self-sup
porting.

Now, there reémains the general
tax, which is now 2 mills; but, as
| have stated, will have to be in-
crensed. Suppose we take the
limit of the law, & mills, for a
fow years. Wo still have a fow
mills to spare over and above what
we now are compelled to pay. So
that I conclude that, in spite of
hard times, with no
prospect of any great prosperity
coming to us, we can well afford
to take up the issue of County
Division.

Other people seem to  figure
from interested motives, and why
should we of the Southern part be
any bettor than ounr fellow men'
As 1 have shown, we ean save
some money by the operation; that
of itself should be justifieation,

Respeotfully,
N, C. LaArsgx.

You mmjl_n_t, UNLESS

Your Poll Taxes Are Paid.--
Those Who Must Pay.

No oune who is liable to pay a
poll tax will be permitted to vote
in the coming primaries, unless
the tax has been pmd, Some vot-
ers will have to pay for two years,
some for one year, and others will
not have to pay any at all. On
thiy sabjeer, the tax collector of
Duval county furnishes the Times-
Union with all necessary informa-
tion, which is applicable to every
county in the State. In place of
Duval in his synopsis of the laws,
put the name of your own county
(DeSoto, for instance), and you
will readily understand whether
you owe s poll tax or not. The
following is his synopsis as print-
ed in the Times-Union:

Such electors who became 5
years of age prior to January 1,
1906, are not liable to poll taxes.

Such electors us became 55
years of ayge after Januury 1,1906,
and prior to January 1, 1907, owe
$1 poll tax, for the year 1806,

Such electors as beeame 55
years of age after Jawuary 1,
1007, awe poll taxes for 1806 and
1007, a total of $2.

Such electors qualifying for the
coming election on age, who
reached their majority (21 years)
after January 1, 1907, ave non-
liables, and should secure a non-
linble’s certihicate from Supervisor

‘in when they register for the
t¥/primary. -

Such electors as Dbecame 21
vears old after January 1, 1906,
owo only 81, for the year 1907,

If there ave any who came of
age prior to January 1, 1006, but
who are just registering, they owe
$2, #1 for cach of the years 1906
and 1907, e

‘The other class of electors get-
ling in line comprise those who
have just acquired a residence in
the county and the state, namely,
who have resided in the county six
months and in the State one year.

These may be divided into two
classes. In the first are those
who came to Daval county from
other cotmties of Florida, and
having et the state requirement
of one year’s ruideuceu‘nve also
met now the requirement of six
months’ residence in the county.
In the other class are those who

‘movod to Duval county from some

immedinte |

 OUR ROAD MATERIAL

nspected and  Approved by
Town and County Officials.

| Col. Elam B, Carlton, muyor of
[ Wanchula, and Hon, D. J. Farm-

thee, of Ona, county commise
|sioner, came down here last Thurs-
Lday to inspect the road work be-
ling done by the county conviets

Lander divection of Commissioner
[ Concannon, but more particularly
[to investignte the merits of the
[ material being used for hard surs
| fucing tho ronds of this distriet,
| Commissioner Coneannon took
?’|II|-|||«:\|| on the road und, after
m.king a thorough examination,
they expressed the opinion that
wo have the best road material in
the State.  This was the opinion
of Commissioner D, S, Williams,
who was here the week before and
inspected the work and material.

This material is a kind of natu-
ral conerete which does not re
quire any treatment at all, save
to be spread upon the road and
left to be packed by wagons and
rains, which quicky convert it into
solid rock. ‘The supply is inex-
haustible and easily wccessible,
being only two or three feet be-
neath the sui fuce of thousands of
acres of land just out of town on
the south, The depth of the de-
posit is unknown, as, after dig:
ging down twelve or fifteen feet,
water enters und stops ordinary
work. If necessary, pumps or
steam shovels could be used to
facilitate deeper mining.

Mayor Carlton was so favorably
impressed with the excellence of
this material that he intends try-
ing to make arrungements to have
it used for paving the streets of
Wauchula; and Commissioners
Farrabee, Williams and Conean-
non, being convineed that it is the
best in the State, favor the idea of
the county buying a portion of the
land to secure the material for all
the ronds of the county,

It is said that the South wus
drained of not less than $60,000,000
last year in life insurance premi-
ums, of which less than $2,000,000
went to southern companies, This
is one Jeak that counts the South
just #58,000,000 poorer than it
would have been had our people
learnad the lesson of patronizing
home industries, But ‘‘you pay
your money and take your choice.”
~Taylor Connty Herald,

other state, and had both the state
and county residence Lo acquire.

Those who moved to Duval
connty from another Florida coun-
ty, but who have lived in this
county for six months, are liable
for poll taxes for the years 1906
and 1907, #2 in all, unless they
present the poll-tax receipt of
another county for those two
years,

"Phose who have removed to this
county from another state since
January 1, 1907, are non-liable,
and shoald secure a non-lis
able’s certificate, with their regis-
tration certificate.

Those who moved to this county
from another prior to January 1,
1907, bat after January 1, 1906,
'are liable for only the year 1907,
\and owe but $1. .
| Those who moved “to this

lcuunty from another state prior to
January 1, 1006, are liable for the

Reports from Koy West state

that the sponge industry has been
revived.there, and the business in
the city is picking up rupidly,
Many of the vessels which bave
boen idle for months are again at
work and some of them come into
port cach woek with catches of
sponge which find n rendy sale at
good prices.

S

St. Angustine Record: - Vegetn-
ble shipments from the lower
Kast Coast are inoreasing daily in
volume and now many carlonds
pass through each day en roule
to northern  markets. - From
twelve to fifleen express -curs
londed with tomatoes, benns, olc.,
pass here daily and by freight
from 25 to 80 cars laden with vog-
etables rush by daily, Within a
few weeks potatoes will gommence
to move from Hastings section and
the volume of vegetahle shipments
will be greatly increased,

 GHEAP BEEF PROBLEM.

Florida Cattle-Raisers Can Easily
Solve It

Orlando Reporter-Star:—Orlan-
do citizens wishing to ' purchase
ment this week will be -thunder-
struck to learn that the price on
Western meat has doubled. There
are many reasons for this, and the
newspapers are full of statements
from the lavge firms controlling
this industry giving statements of
the case,

We care not why meat has
taken such a jump. We only
know that at the prevailing prices
many pour people in the eities will
be denied the privilege of eating
meut. And now is the time for
the Klorida farmers to come for-
ward with their own fat cattle and
put the Chicago and otber West-
orn tirms out of the Florida busi-
ness forever,

Florida cattle fattened on velvet
beans ut & smaull cost are the best
beef cattle in the United States,
nnd yet we cannot get this meat,
because few farmers care Lo incur
the extra labor of feeding the cat-
tlo in a stable,

Velvet beans can be grown on
any land and, when plowed under,
wake a fine fertilizer and in many
ways it is & most prolific plant and
yields large returns to the farmer.
Besides the velvet bean, there are
a number of good forage plants
grown here, and with very little
work and expense, Florida could
raise cattle within her owa bor-
ders that would forever break up
the *‘hold-up game” practiced by
the ‘‘beef trust,”

DeLand Record:—Gen. Albert
W. Gilchrist, cundidaté for gover-
no, spent yesterday at DeLand,ia
the futerest of his candidacy. In
an interview with the genoral, he
informed The Record that us to the
state prohibition matter, if he is e-
lected he shall certainly sign such
a bill if passed by the legisluture,
and will oppose no measure which
aims, in the end, toward such a
law; that at present a constitution-
al amendment most be passed up-
on by the people of the state be-
fore state prohibition can chtain.
“He said that he was sanguine of his
election, and if he succeeds he will

be the governor of all the e,
and no one would his elec-

1o rs 1006 and 1907, and owe $2.

Florida.

tion as the chief executive of

" NEGLECTED FRUITS

o ————

That Would Pay the

(irower.

The following is Bulletin No, 8%
of April 4th, prepared by Prof
John Belling, and issued by the
Florida Agricultural Experiment
Station:

Many tropical and sub-tropical
fruit-trees which may thrive in
gomo parts of Florida seem not to
be worth planting on account ol
the inferior character of their
frait.  On the other hand, therp
are certain excellent fruits which
might with advantage !

Florida

e morp
anbundantly grown in Florida than
they are.”

The hest kinds of grafted Jupa
nese poersimmons are worthy of
more extended enltivation for pri-
vate or local supply throngheul
novthern and central Klorida, quitp
apart from the question whether
dwellers in Northern cities are yqb
edueated in the use of this fruit
to muke it profitable to plank
groves here for shipping purposes.
Now that it hus been shown
(im the Annual Report for 1907 of
te Kla. Age. Exp. Sta., which
will be sent free on request) thal
the astringent fruits can be per-
fectly ripened in alcohol vapor in
closed barrels or other containers,
very little ingenuity is needed to
put them on the market in a com-
pletely ripe condition. Prof. P,
H. Rolfs considers that, “'Every
property owner in Florida who
has more land than a city lok
gshould have one or more trees ok
the Japanese persimmon, so that
his family can be supplied with
fresh fruit at a time of the year
when otherwiso they would hava
10 purchy +* “v="  “fp
ly in
persimuion can be g, 4, G every:
section of Florida, and® :":'ﬁ& good
trees would supply one family.
Among the varieties that may be
recommended for the whole State
wre  Ilyakume, Okame and
Yemon.”

o
»

THE FIG.

Good varieties of the fig might
well be more commonly planted in
central and northern Florida.
Where the fig tree can be grown

| without much ivjury from root-

knot, the heavy crops it yields
have a large market open for them
when {mservod in syrup or when
crystalized. Either raw or pre-
served they form a healthful addi-
tion to the dietary of children,
and even one well-cared-for fig-
tree near the house, if it is only
given sufficient sunlight and
water, with ashes, ete., from the
kitchen will provide large quan-
tities of good froit. The fig pre-
fors n rather heavy soil, but the
drainage must be good enough to
prevent stagnant water from
accuamulating.  Cuttings grow
very easily, and should b: takon
from those fig-trees in the uneigh-
borhood which yield tho best
crops. This tree well repays fer-
tilizing, but it will not do to give
it too much ammonia, relatively to
the potash and phosphate, especi-
ally if the soil is already rich.
THE GUAVA.

Florida might with advantage be
considerably extended, through
the hest varieties for jelly-mak-
ing or caoning, by means of

(Continued on page 6.)

The guava groves of South,



